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Cupe ddi eua Nguyen TrUdng To Id 
mpt sii no liic hoc hoi va tim tdi. 

PhUdng cham cua ong la nghien cQu ky 
"qude sQ" (lich sQ ddn tpc) vd "quan sat the 
gidi", "chiu khd nghien cQu cho sau, hpc cho 
het" rdi "dem nhQng dieu da dpc dUde trong 
sach nghiem ra viec ddi". 

Vdi phUdng cham va muc dfch nghien 
cQu a'y, Nguyin TrUdng To cho rfing: nUde 
Dai Nam mud'n bao vp dpc lap thi phai thiie 
hipn mpt chinh sach ngoai giao da phUdng 
vd tien hdnh canh tan dfit nUdc. 

1. Nguyin TrUdng To - ngUdi Vipt Nam 
dau tien nghien cQu lich sii dan tpc Viet 
Nam vdi tU each la mpt bp phdn eua lich sii 
the gidi, tQc la dng nghien cQu qua trinh 
phat trien cua lich sii dan tpc trong sQ tien 
hda cua lich sii nhan loai. 

TQ mpt lich sii quan nhU vdy, Nguyin 
TrUdng To da nghien cQu lich sQ the gidi 
trong vdng 500 ndm trd lai day de hieu 
them lich sQ dan toe vd tim eon dUdng cQu 
nguy cho dan tpc. Vi theo dng, con dUdng 
cQu nguy eho dan tpc lue dd "khdng phai 
tim d trong nUde ma phai tim trong thien 
ha" (1). 

Khi nghien cQu lich sQ the gidi trong 
thdi ky chuyen bien tQ che dp phong kien 

sang che dp tU ban Cdn dai, Nguyin 
TrUdng To da nhdn ra la: "Hien nay thien 
ha budn tau nhU dien chi gfip rut tranh the 
manh yeu va ldi nhuan, dUdng ldi xUa vinh 
viin khdng cdn thfiy lai nQa, khfip the gidi 
chd nao sinh song dUdc, chd nao canh tac 
dupe thi ngUdi Tay da tim kiem het rdi... 
da chia nhau het rdi" (2) vd "ngUdi Tay 
pham de'n xQ ndo thi trUde het de chiem thi 
trUdng... de kinh doanh khai thae" (3). 
Trong Di thao "Bdn ve cac tinh the ldn 
trong thien ha" (Thiin ha dai the ludn, 
nkm Tu DQc thQ 16, 1863), Nguyin Tnidng 
To viet: "Ngay nay, cae nUde phUdng Tay da 
bao chiem tQ Tay Nam den Ddng Bfic, todn 
bp lanh thd chau Phi... cl lue dia, tfit ca chd 
nao ed ghe thuyen di den, eon ngQdi di 
qua, mat trdng soi chieu, sUdng mu thfim 
dpng thi ngUdi chau Au deu ddt chan tdi" 
(4). Nhin lai cfic nUdc phUdng Ddng vk 
trong khu viic, ddc bipt la khi thiie dan Anh 
chiem An Dp, Nguyen TrUdng To cho rfing: 
"Mien Dien, Xiem La Id than ca chdu, cdn 
nUde ta va Nhdt Ban coi nhU dd thi ldn 6 
vung bien Ddng. Trieu Tien ben canh nhU 
mpt eon phd nho cho chung diem tam budi 
sfing", "Trung Qude nhU mpt cai chd ldn de 
eac nude phUdng Tay danh chdn". Cdn nUdc 
ta vd Nhat Ban la hai con dUdng ldn ciia 
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hai dfiu chd fiy, chfic chfin se Id ndi chiing 
budng ganh nghi vai. Dieu dd sdm mupn se 
xay ra khong sao tranh khoi" (5). 

Vi vky, nude Dai Nam hi xam lUde la 
mpt dieu d i hieu. Vfin de la b eho lam the 
ndo d l bao ve dUdc dpc lap dan tpc. 

2. Nguyen Tnidng To da nghien cQu ky 
"van hpi trong thien ha", "sQ the xa nay ddi 
ddi ra sao", ddc bipt Id sii ddi thay cua cac 
qudc gia trong khu vUc vd sii thay ddi, sU 
chuyin bien ciia Nhdt Ban. TQ mpt quan 
dilm lich sii diing dfin, Nguyin Tnidng To 
da phan tfch va khang dinh, tfit yeu cac 
qudc gia phUdng Ddng va Vipt Nam phai 
tidp thu vkn minh phUdng Tay, tiep thu 
khoa hpc - ky thuat phUdng Tay. Ong viet: 
"Xem the thi thdi the van hpi trong thien 
ha da tidn dfin den thdi ky trang thinh, 
tung hoanh bdii phUdng. Gifi nhU cd mpt 
nUde nao dd ngdy nay mudn ddng cQa 
khdng tidp khach d l hudng yen vui mpt 
minh cung khdng t h i dUpc. Bdi vi ta khdng 
ddn vdi ngUdi, ngUdi cung den vdi ta"(6). Do 
vdy, d l bao vp dpc lap, vfin dd khdng phai 
la ddng ciia md phai ludn ldm cho dfit nUde 
cUdng trang vk phai cd chfnh sach ngoai 
giao khdn khdo. VQa khdn khdo vdi Phap, 
"vQa giao thUdng vdi cac nUde khac d l bd ke 
Hen hofinh". Dieu dd Nhdt Ban cung da 
ldm vk dfic bipt Id Xiem La... "Nude fiy 
trUdc day vdn ehfing cd the lUe to ldn hung 
manh gi nhUng tQ khi ngUdi phUdng Tay 
khufiy dpng khien hp chdt thQc tinh bdn Ifiy 
Anh, Phap lam ban, Ifiy Y (Y Pha Nho), Bd 
Dfio Nha ldm khach, mdi het cac nUde tren 
thd gidi buon ban, du lich, cdn nUdc fiy 
nghiim nhien trd thdnh mpt dng chii nhd 
ldn dfing hofing khien nUdc ldn thi Ifim 
khach, nUdc nho thi Ifim ban,... ehfing cfin 
dua dudi cao xa mfi vfin chia quyen lpi vdi 
thifin ha" (7). 

Nguyin Tnidng To de nghi trieu dinh 
phai ed ke ngoai giao khdn khdo de vQa 
kiem che Phap, dieu dinh vdi Phdp dl Ifiy 
lai sau tinh da mfit va giQ dUde nhQng 
vung da't cdn lai; mat khac phai "am thfim" 
giao thiep "dung thudt lien hoanh" vdi cae 
nUde khac trUde het Id cac nUde "ed mdi hdn 
thu vdi Phap" de ehdng lai Phap va cd Idp 
Phap; phai tim nUde ban lam trung gian 
ddn xep mau thufin Viet- Phap. 

Chii trUdng hoa vdi Phap md Nguyin 
TrUdng To neu ra la mpt sach lUde de tien 
hfinh canh tdn dfit nUde, chufin bi cac dieu 
kipn vd khi ed thdi ed thi danh dudi Phap. 
Thdi ed md theo dng dii bao Id khi chien 
tranh Phap, Phd diin ra. 

3. TQ sQ nghien cQu the gidi trong vdng 
500 nfim qua, Nguyin TrUdng To da nhdn 
thQc dupe dieu quan trpng la lich sQ da dUa 
cdc qudc gia van minh tren the gidi vfio "1^ 
the tung hofinh bdn bien", tQc Ifi canh 
tranh dl tdn tai vfi phat trien. NQdc Dai 
Nam mud'n phat trien khdng th i dQng 
ngofii cupe canh tranh fiy. NhQng mudn 
canh tranh de phat trien thi phai ed the vfi 
liic, nghia Ifi phai tU cUdng dan tpc. Mfi 
mudn tu cUdng dan tpc thi phai canh tan 
dfit nUde. Theo Nguyin TrUdng To, canh 
tan, ddi mdi dfit nUde vQa Id dieu kipn, vQa 
la t h i hipn eiia viec dUa nUde Dai Nam len 
ngang tfim phat tr i ln ciia the gidi. Canh 
tan Ifi con dUdng duy nhfit dl bao ve dpc 
Idp va phat trien. 

4. Theo Nguyen TrUdng To, dl ddi mdi 
cfin phai tiep thu nhQng thdnh tUu ciia vfin 
minh phUdng Tay, tiep thu khoa hpc - ky 
thudt phUdng Tay, NhUng nhU vay khong 
cd nghia Id bo het cai cu ma mUu cfiu cai 
mdi. "Phai Ifiy cai hay ciia minh sfin cd, eon 
phai Ifiy cai hay trong thien ha mdi sang 
tao ra. NhU the cdi mdi trong thien ha cd 
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thi ta eung ed, cai hay ta ed thi thien ha lai 
khong cd. Lfiy hai dieu biet ma dich lai mpt 
dieu biet. NhU the ai dam khinh re nUdc 
minh"(8). 

5. Mpt thiic te trong lich sit Viet Nam 
nvta sau the ky XIX Id, khi tiep xuc vdi nen 
khoa hoc, ky thuat phUdng Tay thi mpt bp 
phan nho si da eho rfing: "Ba ban ki xao te 
thien dia, duy hQu tii sinh tao hoa quyen", 
da khiep nhUdc trUde ke thu vd tQ dd di den 
ket luan ta khdng the cho'ng lai Phap. 
Trong khi dd thi Nguyin TrUdng To lai tim 
mpi each tiep thu nhanh nhat nhQng thanh 
tUu ciia nen van minh fiy. Ong dd ra sQc 
hpc "cai cao sieu nhU thien vdn, cai sau 
nhu dia ly, cai phien toai nhU nhan sU eho 
den luat dich, binh quyen, tap giao, di 
nghe, eac mon each tri, thuat sd" (9). Va 
dng tin rfing, ngUdi Viet Nam, dan tpc Viet 
Nam cd the tiep thu dUdc vdn minh nhan 
loai, van minh phUdng Tdy de bfing ngUdi 
vd vUdt ngUdi. Vi theo Nguyin TrUdng To, 
ngUdi Viet Nam "nhieu tai trf lai khdo bfit 
chUde ky xao ciia ngUdi khae, khdng tii 
kieu, tu man... Cho nen cac nha thong thai 
cac nUde khi ban ve dai the trong thien ha 
deu eho rfing nUde ta ed dia the td't, lai ed 
nhan tfnh td't, ngay nay fit han se phdn 
vinh vd cung. NhUng chi tide Id ngUdi minh 
cdn chfip ne tap tue cu, bi ldi hoc tQ ehUdng 
bd budc nen chUa the tung hoanh ndi bd'n 
bl". Vdi nhQng ldi the dd, neu ngUdi Viet 
Nam quyet tam chinh dd'n thdi cu, nghi 
ldm ldi eho cdng, lam ldi cho tu thi ngUdi 
Vipt Nam, dan tpc Viet Nam cd the vUdn 
len bfing ngUdi va vUpt ngUdi, the gidi 
khdng ai ddm khinh re minh. Quan diem 
dd the hipn tinh thfin dan tpc chan chfnh 
ciia Nguyin TrUdng To va la mpt bieu hien 
mdi cua tinh thfin dan tpc Viet Nam d niia 
sau the ky XIX. 

Nguyin TrUdng To mpt mdt da phan 
tfch dfiy dii nhQng mdt "sd trUdng" cua 

ngUdi Viet Nam, nhung mdt khae dng cung 
phan tfch nhQng dieu "sd doan" tham chf la 
thieu sdt khi so sanh, ddi chieu vdi the gidi. 
Ong da trinh bay vdi trieu dinh Hud 
phUdng phap khfic phue nhQng dieu "sd 
doan" eiia ngUdi Viet Nam minh Ifi phai 
"quan sat the gidi", sau dd "chiu khd nghien 
cQu eho sau, hpc eho het" rdi hoach dinh ke 
hoach mdi vfi phQdng phap mdi. 

6. Khi xac dinh eon dUdng tien len ciia 
dan tpc Viet Nam ehi Ifi eon dudng canh 
tan, ddi mdi dat nUde, Nguyin TrUdng To 
da dang len trieu dinh Hue mpt ehUdng 
trinh canh tan dat nUde phong phu, tren 
nhieu linh vUc t h i hien trong 58 ban dieu 
tran. Vfi dng eung thUdng xuyen nhfie nhd 
trieu dinh thiic hien chUdng trinh canh tan 
a'y. Cho den nhQng ngay cud'i ddi, Nguyin 
TrUdng To vfin cdn trfin trd trUde sd phfin, 
vdi van mpnh dfit nUdc. Thang 9 nam 1871, 
tQc la 2 thang trUde khi qua ddi, Nguyin 
TrUdng To vfin cdn giuc gia trieu dinh thiic 
hipn chUdng trinh canh tan dfit nUde md 
ong da de xuat tQ ndm 1863, ma theo dng, 
"neu dem ra thiic hdnh trfim nfim cung 
khong het. The mfi bay, tam nfim nay chUa 
thiic hfinh tf nao, cha le ddi den mot trfim 
nfim sau mdi thiic hanh dUdc sao. Nay cd 
the lam dUde rdi, thdi ed da den, the da ed, 
md eiia d l xem ciia cai thien ha den, chfin 
hUng phUdng phap mdi dl lam hUng thinh 
ngudn ldi trong nUdc. Tien hanh ca hai thi 
mpi cai hd trd nhau, ldi ich se un un dUa 
den. Tdi tfnh toan cai thdi han 20 nam chi 
mpt ngay cd the hi vpng dUde" (10). "Thdi 
da den, the da cd" dUpe Nguyen TrUdng To 
xac dinh cdn cQ vao sii canh tranh ngay 
cang gay gfit cua cfic nUdc tU ban, dfic bipt 
la sU kien Phap thfit bai trUde Phd va tinh 
hinh nude Phap trong ndm 1870 - 1871. 
Nguyin TrUdng To da theo doi, nfim bfit, 
phan tich ki vfi kip thdi nhQng sii kipn ciia 
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nude Phap vfi giuc tri lu dinh khfin thidt ldi 
dung thdi cd fiy. Ong ndi: "Ndu d l thdi cd bdi 
rdi eua ho (thiic dan Phap- N.T.V) di qua thi 
cdn Ifim chi dUdc nQa, hi§n nay hdt sQc khfin 
cfip. Hay dQng dfiy nhay xd ra bfit tay thiic 
hi^n ngay. Thdi da den rdi, thdi khd mfi d i 
mfi't. Chd nen ndi hay d l sang nfim" (11). 

7. Quan dilm eua Nguyin TrUdng To Ifi 
quy trpng qua khQ nhUng khong nen ehi cd 
ngoanh lai vdi qua khQ. 'Thdi dai nfio ed 
che dp fiy, con ngUdi sinh ra thdi dai ndo 
eung chi dii lam cong vipe ciia thdi dai fiy 
mfi thdi. Vfiy thi sinh vfio thdi xa, Ifim xong 
cong viec eiia thdi xa, rdi dfin dfin thdi the 
ddi ddi, Ifim sao cd t h i cQ nhfit nhfit dm giQ 
phdp xa mai dUdc" (12). 

TQ dd Nguyin Tnidng To khfing dinh sQ 
mpnh ciia ngUdi Vipt Nam, eua trieu dinh 
Hue b cudi the ki XIX Ifi canh tan dfit nUdc, 
ldm eho dfit nUdc phii cUdng dl bao vp dpc 

Ifip dan tdc vfi dUa dfit nude phat triln 
ngang hdng vdi eac nUde van minh tren thd 
gidi luc bfiy gid. 

Nguyin Tnidng To qua ddi each day gfin 
140 nfim, nhUng ngfiy nay dpc lai nhiing de 
nghi canh tan dfit nUde cua dng dl lai, chung 
ta khdng ehi khdm phuc tinh than dan tpc 
cao ca, tri thQc khoa hoc uyen tham cua dng 
mfi chung ta cdn ngae nhien ve lich sii quan 
vfi phUdng phap nghien cQu ciia dng. Chinh 
tQ ^ thQc dan tpc cao ca fiy, lich sii quan vfi 
phUdng phap nghien cQu fiy ma nhQng tac 
phfim, tQ tudng cua Nguyen TrUdng To da 
vUdt len tfit ca nhQng ngQdi cd hpc thQc vfi 
mudn cQu nQdc dUdng thdi, phu hdp vdi xu 
the cua thdi dai, phu hdp vdi yeu cfiu ciia 
lich sii dan tpc luc bfiy gid. Cho den hdm 
nay, nhQng vfin de md Nguyen TrUdng Tp 
neu ra, nhQng gia tri tU tudng ciia dng vfin 
cdn ed ^ nghia thdi sii sau sfic. 
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